Measuring self-perceived public health nursing competencies using a quantitative approach.
The contribution of nurses to the public health agenda is acknowledged in all health care systems. To integrate public health into nursing curricula competency based models are being proposed. Despite general agreement on public health competencies, there has been limited research on how community nursing students self-assess their public health competencies and the impact of public health programmes on qualifying students' self-assessed competence. The aim of this paper is to report on the development of a research tool to assess self-perceived public health competencies of community nursing students, pre and post studying on a community and public health nursing programme. A pre and post intervention quantitative survey was conducted with a non-probability sample of community nursing students (n=108) studying on a public health programme. The questionnaire was developed using public health competencies derived from a United Kingdom (UK) national consensus exercise and informed by international literature. Analysis used SPSS, generating descriptive and inferential statistics. There were statistically significant improvements in students' self-perceived public health competencies following participation in the public health programme. It is possible to assess self-perceived competency in public health skills using a validated measurement tool.